
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Thank you for your continued interest in my work in Sacramento; your calls and comments are

appreciated.

I know that for many families, homeowners’ insurance has become harder to find and afford,

with too many families left relying on the FAIR Plan. I also know that affordability issues are top

of mind for the vast majority of you. You’re stressed by the seemingly unending utility rate

increases, cost of housing, and reliability of the water supply, all at a time when AI is reshaping

our economy and lives at a pace that calls for thoughtful oversight.

To address some of these concerns, I have authored 17 bills this session, and I’m carrying 4

two-year bills-all grounded in what I hear from neighbors like you: that you want affordable

homeowners' insurance, reliable and fairly-priced electricity, clean water, safe streets, online

safety for all, and a government that is transparent and accountable.

In this newsletter, you will find updates on my legislation, the latest news on homeowners’

insurance regulation, a glimpse into my day-to-day around the district, and ways to stay in

touch. Thank you for your trust. 

Sincerely,

Rebecca Bauer-Kahan Assemblymember, 16th District



This session, I have authored 17 bills and am continuing my work on 4 two-year

bills. Here are some highlights from my 2026 bill package: you can view the full

list at bauer-kahan.asmdc.org/2026-legislation.

AB 1577 — DATA CENTER TRANSPARENCY. 

As artificial intelligence and data storage continue to grow, so does the demand on our

energy grid. AB 1577 creates statewide transparency standards around data center energy

usage and efficiency, requiring data centers to report their energy data to the California

Energy Commission on a monthly basis, consistent with frameworks already in place in the

European Union. By improving visibility into energy demand, this bill helps policymakers and

utilities better manage load growth and avoid unnecessary cost increases for ratepayers.

AB 2023 – AI COMPANION CHATBOT SAFETY

Across the country, children have been encouraged by AI chatbots to engage in self-harm,

manipulated into dangerous emotional attachments, and exposed to content no responsible

platform should ever deliver to a minor. AB 2023 establishes nation-leading safety standards

for AI companions used by children and teens.

AB 2447 — NITROGEN POLLUTION REDUCTION ACT. 

Nitrogen runoff from agricultural lands is one of the leading causes of water pollution in

California. AB 2447 requires the State Water Resources Control Board and California's

regional water quality boards to establish enforceable limits on nitrogen discharges from

agricultural lands, protecting our waterways and the communities that depend on them.

https://bauer-kahan.asmdc.org/2026-legislation
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AB 1577 — DATA CENTER TRANSPARENCY. 

As artificial intelligence and data storage continue to grow, so does the demand on our

energy grid. AB 1577 creates statewide transparency standards around data center energy

usage and efficiency, requiring data centers to report their energy data to the California

Energy Commission on a monthly basis, consistent with frameworks already in place in the

European Union. By improving visibility into energy demand, this bill helps policymakers and

utilities better manage load growth and avoid unnecessary cost increases for ratepayers.

AB 1942 — E-BIKE SAFETY.

 E-bikes have become a popular and practical way to get around, and registration helps keep

that growth safe and sustainable. AB 1942 requires Class 2 and Class 3 e-bikes (Class 2 bikes

have throttles that can propel riders without pedaling, while Class 3 bikes are off-limits to

riders under 16) to be registered and display a license plate, just like any other motorized

vehicle. This effort is strengthened through partnership with local law enforcement, ensuring

consistent and fair enforcement of traffic rules and improved public safety.

Accountability protects responsible riders and pedestrians alike, and registration data helps

us invest in the infrastructure our growing community of riders deserves.

DID YOU KNOW?
So far in 2026, our office has helped recover nearly $600,000 from

the California Employment Development Department (EDD) on behalf

of constituents.

If you’re experiencing an issue with a state agency, don’t hesitate to

reach out—our team is here to help. Click on the lightbulb or this link to

be taken to my contact page. 

AB 2710 – LEADING WITH LOVE ACT

AB 2710, the Leading with Love Act, promotes fiscal accountability by requiring financially-

distressed investor-owned utilities to provide detailed financial disclosures to the

Legislature.

https://lcmspubcontact.lc.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.php?district=AD16
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I know how stressful the homeowners' insurance crisis has been for so many of you, and I

want you to know I am fighting for you on every front. Thank you for all of your

supportive feedback following my update to you on the oversight hearing on the

California Sustainable Insurance Strategy. If you missed the hearing or my previous

email about it, you can review it here.

As you may know, the state has taken important steps to stabilize the insurance market

through the Department of Insurance's Sustainable Insurance Strategy — a set of

regulations designed to bring insurers back to communities that need them most. A key

part of that effort involves designating certain zip codes as "distressed areas," which

requires insurance companies to offer coverage there. I have been pushing hard to

make sure these protections reach as many of our neighbors as possible, through both

my oversight work and new legislation.

At the Assembly Insurance Oversight Hearing, I had the opportunity to question

Commissioner Lara, including how the new regulations will force insurance companies

to sell policies to homeowners currently on the FAIR Plan and to those in designated

"high" and "very high" fire severity risk zones. Our goal should be to ensure homeowners

have access to comprehensive insurance coverage and to de-populate the FAIR Plan as

quickly as possible. The Commissioner assured the Committee that, with the new

regulations in place, we will begin to see that movement, and importantly, have the

data and mechanisms to hold insurance companies accountable if they fail to meet the

requirements spelled out in the regulations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGyzheXGKTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGyzheXGKTs


Through my bill, AB 2724, I am working to expand those protections even further. Under

current law, homes in high fire severity zones may be unable to secure market insurance,

yet still not qualify as a “distressed area.” As a result, our community's wildland-urban

interface faces wildfire risks comparable to those in Pacific Palisades but is excluded

from the distressed area designation and left without critical protections.

AB 2724 requires the Department of Insurance to be transparent about which areas are

designated as distressed and mandates annual review and updates of those lists. It also

establishes a public process for community input on these designations.

Homeowners experiencing wildfire risk, along with insurance cancellations and non-

renewals, must have a seat at the table in these decisions.

I will continue to fight to make sure every homeowner in our community has access to

the coverage they need and deserve, and I will keep you updated as AB 2724 moves

through the Legislature. Many more insurance bills are working through the legislative

process this session. You are welcome to follow the work of the Assembly Insurance

Committee and even submit bill comments through the Committee page.

IN SAN RAMON WITH THE EAST BAY LEADERSHIP COUNCIL FOR AN IMPORTANT
CONVERSATION ON THE FUTURE OF AI IN THE EAST BAY WORKFORCE AND ACROSS

CALIFORNIA (RIGHT). LAST WEEK, WITH THE CITY OF LAFAYETTE, WHERE I MET WITH CITY
OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC SAFETY (RIGHT)

https://ains.assembly.ca.gov/
https://ains.assembly.ca.gov/


Across AD-16, I’ve engaged with community leaders, educators, students, and

industry partners on the issues that matter most- innovation, safety, and

affordability.

These conversations include speaking at the Common Sense Media Summit on

protecting children in the digital age and legislation like AB 2023, touring The

Clorox Company’s R&D facility in Pleasanton to see innovation and job creation

firsthand, and visiting local schools to hear directly from educators and students

about their priorities. I even held a press conference highlighting AB 1942 and

the importance of common-sense e-bike registration for public safety. We had

an amazing turnout from our cities and elected officials. You can watch that

here. 

Across every stop—from policy discussions to classrooms to community

gatherings—one theme is clear: innovation and civic leadership are happening

everywhere in our district. We’d love to hear what you’re doing in the community

—submit a meeting request so we can connect.

Scroll down to see some photos, and connect with our office. 
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1.AT THE CONTRA COSTA COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT IN MARTINEZ, CALIFORNIA, TO
LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW THEIR CARE COURT PROGRAM IS BEING IMPLEMENTED AND
TO VISIT THE FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER.

2. I TOURED THE R&D FACILITY AT THE CLOROX COMPANY IN PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA.
3.ON THE CAPITOL FLOOR, CELEBRATING WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH WITH MY

INCREDIBLE 2026 WOMAN OF THE YEAR, EDDA COLLINS COLEMAN
4.WITH THE SPEAKERS FROM OUR EVENT IN LAFAYETTE, NAVIGATING THE ONLINE

WORLD AS WOMEN & GIRLS.
5.AT THE COMMON SENSE SUMMIT ON KIDS AND FAMILIES, WHERE I HAD A FOR A

CANDID CONVERSATION ABOUT THE GAPS FAMILIES FACE IN TODAY’S DIGITAL
LANDSCAPE.
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